
On April 22 at the Allen Avenue 
bridge, Portland Trails, working 
in partnership with the City of 
Portland Land Bank Commission, 
held a press conference to kick 
off a capital campaign for the 
newly-created Presumpscot River 
Preserve.  Roger Berle, campaign 
committee chair, presided. 

A Portland Trails information 
packet titled Preserving the Pre-
sumpscot from Forest to Falls 
includes this description, “The Presumpscot River 
Preserve occupies 60 acres of land along the Pre-
sumpscot River in Portland and Falmouth.  This 
spectacular land is marked by cascading brooks, 
deep gorges and ancient trees leaning into the river.  
The land serves as a crucial link between Casco 
Bay and numerous upstream communities stretch-
ing to Sebago Lake.  It is also located in the heart 
of Maine’s most populous area.”

Friends of the Presumpscot River has written 
letters of support for this project and encourages 
anyone who wishes to contribute to call Portland 
Trails at 775-2411.

Update on dam relicensing
Six-year process continues

On October 26, 2001, the Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission (FERC) held a public hearing 
at Windham High School to receive comment on 

its Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS).  
This, and written comments received by December 
4, was the last opportunity for public input before 
FERC issues the Environment Impact Statement 
(EIS), which will spell out terms and conditions of 
the new licenses on fi ve SAPPI dams.  These are 
the fi ve consecutive dams of Saccarappa, Mallison 
Falls, Little Falls, Gambo and Dundee.  

Issues included hazy language concerning fi sh 
passage and the lack of reference to studies and 
analysis conducted by respected professionals and 
submitted to FERC by Friends of the Presumpscot 
River (FOPR).  Among the conclusions, these stud-
ies present solid evidence that the Presumpscot was 
once a great salmon river and can be again, and 
also call into question the economic viability of 
several of the dams. 

Speakers also asked FERC to review all the 
information on the nature and economics of these 
dams and order removal of dams which do not 

Tom Allen adds his voice to those supporting Presumpscot River Preserve as 
Dusti Faucher and John Baldacci listen.  Baldacci also spoke.
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meet FERC’s own standards for balancing public 
and private benefi ts.  The dams at Little Falls, Mal-
lison Falls and Saccarappa are all minor projects 
which Friends of the Presumpscot River has asked 
be removed to achieve that balance.

Of thirty eight speakers only three spoke in sup-
port of the DEIS and its terms for relicensing the 
dams.  Before the December 4 deadline, FOPR 
fi led detailed written comments. Extensive com-
ments were also fi led by other partner groups and 
state and federal agencies.  

The US Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) fi led 
fi nal fi sh prescription language calling for fi sh pas-
sage installation on four of the fi ve dams in a 
staged manner, which means that a certain per-
centage of the expected populations of one species 
of fi sh will return to the fi rst dam at Saccarappa 
thereby triggering installation of fi sh passage on 
the next upstream dam and so on up the river until 
Dundee Dam.

This is an especially complex situation, as it 
involves fi ve consecutive dams and there are two 
dams below these fi ve on the river (Smelt Hill 
Dam and Cumberland Mills Dam).  Smelt Hill 
is slated for removal, and Cumberland Mills is 
outside of FERC’s authority, as it produces no 
hydropower. As part of this procedure, we are also 
working towards petitioning the Maine Department 
of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife for the installation 
of fi sh passage at Cumberland Mills and furnish-
ing information to Maine DEP for the water quality 
certifi cation necessary for relicensing of the dams.

No date has been set for release of the fi nal 
Environmental Impact Statement.

It is heartening to see the recognition of this 
river as a wonderful resource for Greater Portland.  
When FOPR began ten years ago, and even six 
years ago when we started to question the status 
quo in the relicensing process, few people thought 
the river had a chance. Today, it is well on its way 
to becoming the fi sheries habitat and recreational 
resource that it once was and will be again.  The 

dam relicensing work being done by FOPR is play-
ing a pivotal part in this rebirth and we are commit-
ted to continuing to advocate for river restoration.

Smelt Hill Dam closer to being removed

On March 22, the State of Maine became the 
owner of Smelt Hill Dam at the head of tide on the 
Presumpscot.  Now with possession in the hands 
of the State, FERC must decide on the surrender 
permit for the license to generate power and agree 
to use the environmental assessment of the US 
Army Corps of Engineers in their issuance of a 
permit for dam removal.  One more threshold was 
crossed on May 7, when the Town of Falmouth at 
a regular meeting  of the Planning Board approved 
the application for fi ll permits and shoreland zone 
permits for this project.

 
Removal of this dam, which is supported by 

surrounding communities, is made possible by the 
fundraising efforts of the Coastal Conservation 
Association and the cooperation of the former dam 
owner (Central Maine Power), the State of Maine 
and the Army Corps of Engineers. It is pivotal in 
the restoration of the Presumpscot and its fi sheries.  

Seven miles of the lower river will become 
accessible to sea-run fi sh such as American shad, 
Atlantic salmon, alewives, tomcod, sea smelts and 
striped bass.  It will also provide recreational oppor-
tunities for fi shing, kayaking and canoeing. 

There is a beautiful section of the river where 
a stone-sided gorge drops to Presumpscot Falls 
which feels like a secluded river in the White 
Mountains.  Access points will be developed by 
the City of Portland, Portland Trails and the Town 
of Falmouth. For now, Portland Trails recommends 
access to the Presumpscot River Preserve through 
informal trails in the North Deering neighborhood 
off Summit Street.
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Eel Weir Dam relicensing begins

SAPPI recently fi led its application to relicense 
Eel Weir Dam.  This is the dam which controls 
the fl ow of water from Sebago Lake into the Pre-
sumpscot River.  The fl ow is split between Eel Weir 
Canal and the bypassed reach (original riverbed).  
The bypassed reach offers great cold-water fi shing 
and is accessible from a parking lot on Route 35. 

Presumpscot Management Plan reaches 
milestone - Public Input Needed

For more than two years a team has been work-
ing under the aegis of the Casco Bay Estuary Project 
to create a management plan for the Presumpscot 
River.  Please watch for upcoming announcements 
and plan to participate in a public meeting to share 
your thoughts on what you want the Presumpscot 
River to be like in the future. 

The team recently reached a major milestone 
when it approved 200 pages of text for the three 
studies which comprise the inventory and analysis 
portion of the plan.  The studies describe the cur-
rent situation and present a variety of possible man-
agement options.  The studies are:

· Cumulative Impacts to Environmental 
    Conditions 
· A Summary of Fisheries Conditions, 
    Issues and Options 
· Report on Open Space

Next, summaries of these studies will be pre-
sented at public informational meetings.  There 
will then be a single visioning meeting at which 
members of the public will express their priorities 
and preferences for managing the river.  Finally, 
the team will reconvene and write the management 
portion of the plan.

The team is a diverse group including represen-
tatives from local organizations, businesses, and 
state and federal agencies.  Assistance is being pro-
vided by Land & Waters Associates.

River upgrade recommendations 

Every three years the Department of Environ-
mental Protection recommends changes to water 
quality classifi cations for selected waters through-
out the state.

This year, Friends of the Presumpscot River is 
asking DEP to make the following recommenda-
tions:

Reclassify to Class A the entire Pleasant River 
and the Presumpscot River from the confl uence of 
the Pleasant River to Little’s Island (just north of 
Route 202).  These waters are currently Class B.

Prohibit any new discharges into the Presump-
scot from Little’s Island to Saccarappa. This will 
provide important protection for these Class B 
waters.

Reclassify to Class B the Presumpscot from 
Saccarappa to the estuary. These waters are cur-
rently Class C.

This family of recommendations refl ects our 
commitment to improve and protect the water qual-
ity in the river.  In previous years we have suc-
ceeded in upgrading the river to Class A from 
Dundee Dam to the confl uence with the Pleasant 
River and prohibiting new discharges from the con-
fl uence of the Pleasant River to Little’s Island. 

 Friends Annual Meeting
celebrates 10th anniversary 

Friends of the Presumpscot River held its Annual 
Meeting April 28 at the Windham-Gorham Rod & 
Gun Club. Perhaps the biggest accomplishment of 
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the fi rst 10 years is a huge change in the way 
the river is perceived. Today, the Presumpscot 
River is widely recognized as a valuable natural 
resource and a gem within the most densely popu-
lated region in Maine. This change in perception 
is largely due to our unwavering commitment to 
restore and protect the water quality, wildlife hab-
itat, recreational opportunities, and shorelands of 
the Presumpscot River through ongoing steward-
ship and advocacy.

Here is a look at some specifi c accomplish-
ments: 

· Successfully opposing a new, 800,000 gallon-
per-day point source discharge into the river. 

· Maintaining a community-based organization 
with members from all towns along the Presump-
scot. 

· Successfully initiating legislation to reclassify 
a river segment Class B to Class A. 

· Working with the Maine Board of Environmen-
tal Protection and the Maine Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection (MEDEP) to prohibit new 
point-source discharges on a two-mile stretch of 
the river with Class B status. 

· Conducting a volunteer watershed survey. 

· Assisting MEDEP with water sampling to 
create a new model of the river. 

· Advocating for stricter standards for SAPPI 
Westbrook paper mill discharge license. 

· Participating in Coast Week Cleanup programs; 
Board of Directors, Casco Bay Estuary Project 
(CBEP); Greater Portland Council of Governments 
Watershed Management Plan; Maine Environmen-
tal Priorities Project; Steering Committee, CBEP’s 
Presumpscot River Management Plan; Founding 
member, Maine Rivers; and National Rivers Clean 
Up Week. 

· Partnering with American Rivers in the Pre-
sumpscot River Renewal Initiative. This process 
has allowed FOPR to work with state regulatory 
agencies to articulate common management goals 
for the Presumpscot and identify measures to 
restore native species of fi sh to the river. 

· Participating in the relicensing of fi ve dams has 
been a major focus since 1996.

SAVE THE DATE
Maine Rivers Conference, Sept. 14-15

September 14th and 15th are the dates for the 
5th Annual Maine Rivers Fall Conference at the 
Bethel Inn.  Workshops will be held on Saturday, 
and Sunday will be a guided paddle down the 
Androscoggin River.  Come spend the weekend 
and enjoy the river on Sunday.  Many sites 
are available for camping and there are several 
local motels as alternate choices to the Bethel 
Inn.  For more information contact Angie Reed, 
Coordinator, at 3 Wade St., Augusta, ME 04330.  
Phone 1-800-287-2345 ext. 219 or email  
mainerivers@nrcm.org

Friends of the Presumpscot River
Board of Directors

Dusti Faucher, president, 892-8381
Michael Shaughnessy, vice president, 892-4672
Sandy Cort, treasurer, 892-5224
Joyce Beckley, secretary, 892-2912
John LaPointe, 854-4737
Chris Pendleton, 415-9315
Will Plumley, 892-4597
Rob Sanford, 892-1196
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DONATION FORM
Please complete this form and mail it with your check to:

Friends of the Presumpscot River
PO Box 223, South Windham, ME 04082

Suggested Donation Levels
· River Supporter.................$35 
· River Sustainer..................$50 
· River Steward..................$100 
· River Guardian................$250 
· River Conservationist......$500 
· Other......................$________

Donations of any amount are greatly appreciated.

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY

STATE ZIP

PHONE

EMAIL

AMT ENCLOSED  $ (tax deductible)


